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Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Area Quaker Meeting 
 

BULLETIN 
January 2020 

 
 
Welcome to… 
 
Our Bulletin news from across our AREA MEETING! 
 
Please send any information that you would like to be included  
to the Area Meeting Co-Clerks at: 
amclerks@nottsandderbyquakers.org. 
Please get it to us by two weeks before the next Area Meeting date 
and mark ‘for inclusion in Area Meeting Bulletin’. 
 

Anne de Gruchy, Co-Clerk (Minuting) 
Paul Nicholas, Co-Clerk (Correspondence) 

Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire Area Quaker Meeting 
 
 

FUTURE AREA MEETINGS 2020 
 

• Saturday 14th March, pm: Derby (Workshop in morning) 
• Saturday 16th May, pm: Chesterfield (E&O am) 
• Saturday 11th July, pm: Fritchley 
• Saturday 12th September, am: Bakewell (Walk in afternoon) 
• Saturday 14th November, pm: Nottingham (E&O am) 

 
Northern friends peace board… 
… is coming to Derbyshire! 
 
We have the opportunity to join the Northern Friends Peace Board and learn more 
about them at their Meeting to be held on Saturday 29th February 2020 at Derby 
Friends Meeting House.  Soup will provided at lunchtime for participants. All Friends 
from the Area Meeting are welcome to attend.  Please let Derby LM Clerk, Hugh 
McLeod, know by Sunday 23rd February if you wish to attend so that they have an 
idea of numbers.  At the time of ‘going to press’ the timing has not been confirmed, but 
this is an all day event. 
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Yearly Meeting Gathering  
 
Saturday 1st August to Friday 7th August 2020.  Venue: Bath University 
 
Bookings for Yearly Meeting Gathering 2020 are now open and a brochure has been 
sent to meetings.  This document contains practical information about the Gathering 
as well as material to help you prepare for Yearly Meeting.  The information contained 
in the brochure is also available on the website www.quaker.org.uk/ym along with a 
PDF version of the brochure and a PDF version of the preparation materials. 

The theme for the Gathering is Listening, prophecy and reconciliation: allyship in a 
climate emergency.   This theme was discerned by young Friends on Junior Yearly 
Meeting Arrangements Committee and their leadership has been welcomed. The 
suggested resources contained on the website and in the brochure include links to 
podcasts on allyship, climate change and activism as well as other written 
resources.  It is hoped to build on these resources between now and the Gathering.  
Also available on the website is the draft outline timetable. 

It is hoped to build a Gathering full of worship, fun, conversation, sharing, hope, 
games, learning, community and above all challenge. 

 

News from the area meeting 
 
The Archives Group has made huge progress… 
 

 
 
…Here is the Area Meeting Records ‘Room’ in Nottingham Meeting House, complete 
with new shelving and space on the floor to move around!  If only we had taken a 
‘before’ photo! 
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events within our Area meeting 
 
Contact details for people and meetings can be found in the Nottinghamshire and 
Derbyshire Area Quaker Meeting Contact List – your Local Meeting Clerk has a copy. 
 

• Talk about John Woolman at Bakewell Meeting 
Bakewell Quaker Meeting invite all Friends to a talk about: 
The life of John Woolman (1720-1772) 
Speaker: Dr Terry Newholm 
Hon. Reader in Consumption Ethics at the University of Manchester 
On:  Tuesday 28th January 2020 at 7:00pm  (tea, coffee from 6:30pm) 
At:  Quaker Meeting House, Bakewell, Chapel Lane 
John Woolman was a Quaker, Merchant, Tailor, Preacher, and Anti-slavery 
activist.   
Like many Quakers, John Woolman kept a journal. From what he did and did 
not consume, he can be seen as remarkably modern. He died before the 1791 
boycott of slave produced sugar, but he was central to its realisation. 

• Talk by John Payne about working on the Ecumenical Accompaniment 
Programme in Palestine and Israel 
on: Sunday 9th February 2020 at Chesterfield FMH 
Chesterfield Meeting would like to invite you to a talk on the 9th February by 
John Payne who recently completed a three month placement sent by QPSW 
as an Ecumenical Accompanier in Palestine. He was based in Yatta and his 
main role was to provide a protective presence for shepherds and school 
children. We shall be having a shared lunch that day after Meeting for Worship 
and would be delighted if you could join us. The talk will begin around 1.30pm. 

 
• Woodbrooke-on-the-Road at Nottingham 

There will a Woodbrooke-on-the-Road workshop  
on:  Saturday 22nd February 2020 at Nottingham FMH 
Theme:  Hope as a Practice.    
Places are now open to Friends from across the Area Meeting. 
To book a place, please contact Pat Wilkinson by Saturday 15th February. 
 

• Workshops at Derby 
on: Saturday 14th March 2020 at Derby FMH 
On the morning of Saturday 14th March 2020, before the Area Meeting at 
2.00pm, Derby Meeting will be offering a choice of three workshops from their 
May 2019 Residential programme: Peace begins with us.  Please arrive at 
10.30 for an 11.00am start.  Refreshments will be provided. 

 WORKSHOPS: 
Making a Peace mandala: (Starting with a circle we will make or choose our 
own designs. These can then be used for calm contemplation.) 
Reimagining the world. (An opportunity to look at ourselves through the lens 
of some poems which reflect on important aspects of identity, loss, love and 
choice.) 
A richer peace. (The unfolding language of a richer peace and how it relates to 
the Quaker peace Testimony. Based on booklets by David Gee, and a visual 
display.) 
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• Journeyman Theatre at Chesterfield Friends Meeting House 
on: Sunday 15th March 2020 
Performing: Rock and a Hard Place 
Proceeds will go to a local refuge 
Performance in the afternoon following Meeting for Worship and a shared lunch 
 

• Meetings for Learning at Nottingham 
Meetings for Learning take place at Nottingham Meeting House on the third 
Sunday of each month starting at 12.00 noon and finishing at 1.15 pm.   All are 
welcome. 

•   January 19th  - Our Quaker Community  
•   February  -  No Meeting for Learning.  
•   March 15th  - Issues around LGBT 
•   April 19th  - Atheism and Faith. 
•   May 17th  - Loneliness of the Spiritual Journey 
•   June 21st  - The Bible - Is it still worth reading? 

 
assisted dying workshop 
 
Quakers in Britain are being encouraged to further explore the issue of assisted dying, 
and dying and death more generally, recognising that there are differing and deeply-
held views.  A workshop on this theme has been arranged for our Area Meeting: 
 
Date: Saturday 25th April 2020 
Time:  2.00 – 4.30pm 
Venue:  Bakewell Friends Meeting House 
Refreshments will be provided    
 
Do join us as we begin a journey together exploring this important topic. 
 
There is more information on this at: 
 
https://www.quaker.org.uk/news-and-events/news/quakers-to-discuss-assisted-dying 
 
area meeting residential weekend 
2020 

 
Our Area Meeting Residential Weekend is being arranged by Nottingham Meeting and 
will take place from 8th – 10th May 2020.   
 
The theme of the weekend is ‘Reverence for Life’.   
 
Cost is £195 with bursaries available.   
 
Leaflets and booking forms were given out at Area Meeting to Local Meeting 
representatives and are also available from Rod Sladen. 
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meet a friend! 
 
Introducing…    
 …well no-one has sent us a photo or any information this issue, but we would 
love to hear from you!  We’re hoping to get to know Friends from across the Area 
Meeting a little better by featuring different people in the Bulletin.  Send a photo (if you 
wish) and tell us a bit about yourself – not just Quakerly stuff.  Serious or funny is fine! 
 

children and young people 
 
Junior Yearly Meeting 2020 – Young people wanted to 
represent our Area Meeting! 
 
Are you between 14-17 years old (or do you know someone from your meeting who 
is)?  Would you like to represent our Area Meeting at Junior Yearly Meeting 2020 in 
which takes place at Yearly Meeting Gathering in Bath from Sunday 2nd to Friday 8th 
August 2020?  If so, please let someone at your Local Meeting know and ask them to 
bring your name to Area Meeting – we would love to support you to attend! 
Junior Yearly Meeting provides a variety of opportunities to explore the 
theme through activities, speakers and discussion, experiencing Quaker 
practices and worship, as well as participating in Yearly Meeting 
Gathering sessions. 
 
 

Wanted: Children & Young People’s Advocate! 
We currently have a vacancy in our Area Meeting for a Children and Young People’s 
Advocate.  This is an important role, and we would love anyone who is interested to 
get in touch with Jan Gentle, Convenor of Area Meeting Nominations Committee.  
There is also the opportunity to attend the Conference outlined below where you could 
learn more and talk to other people in this role: 
	
Advocates for Children & Young People’s Work Day Conference 
8th February 2020, Lancaster Meeting House 
 
A day conference for all area meeting Advocates for Children and Young People’s 
Work. An opportunity to share and explore experience, ideas, dilemmas and practice. 
A time to learn and a place to network.  The cost of the day is £10 including lunch.  
 
For more information contact Mel Cook, melaniec@quaker.org.uk 
www.quaker.org.uk/cypadvocates  
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wider opportunities		
	
 
FWCC Online Conference on Sustainability with Friends 
Worldwide 
 
22nd February 2020 
 
Details at:  http://fwcc.world/sustainability/conference2020 
 
 
QPSW Spring Conference 2020: Journeys of Witness 

20th – 22nd March 2020 

The Hayes Conference Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire 

A conference aimed at those fairly new to Friends or to the work of Quaker Peace & 
Social Witness (QPSW), and at QPSW Correspondents. It will focus on the work that 
QPSW does in the world on behalf of Quakers, and how QPSW seeks to support 
Friends individually and in meetings to translate faith into action. 

bymevents@quaker.org.uk, www.quaker.org.uk/events 
 
Contact the Area Meeting Co-Clerks if you are interested in representing the Area Meeting.  
Nominations need to be in by 31st January 2020. 
 
 
Quaker Festival of Song 
Saturday 2nd May 2020 

Friends House, London 
Quaker Arts Network and Quaker Quest Network are inviting Local or Area Meetings 
to gather a group of singers to perform in this event described as ‘A musical 
exploration of the testimonies’ which will be ‘A public witness to which your neighbours 
and friends are invited’.  Would-be facilitators were requested to respond by 1st August 
2019.  The contact is:  Alec Davison – tel: 020 8418 9517 or email: 
alec.davison@btinternet.com 
____________________________________________________________________
	


